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I. Context
The Interreg Alpine Space Programme strives for cooperation in and between the Alpine regions
and supports transnational projects in the Alpine area fostering territorial development and
cohesion. These projects bring key actors of the cooperation area together to develop joint actions
for shared solutions on specific Alpine issues. The co-operation area covers the territory of seven
states: the EU-Member States Austria, France, Germany, Italy and Slovenia and the Non-Member
States Liechtenstein and Switzerland. To learn more about this transnational cooperation
programme, please consult the website www.alpine-space.eu.
The Land Salzburg (Austria), department for economy, tourism and municipalities, sub-department
regional development and EU regional policy, as managing authority (MA) bears the overall
responsibility for the implementation of the programme. Amongst others it carries out
procurements of external services needed to support programme implementation. The MA and the
partner states of the programme are supported by a joint secretariat (JS) which is located in
Munich.
The programme has elaborated an evaluation plan which can be found here. The evaluation plan
sets out the evaluation approach for the entire implementation period of the programme, taking into
account lessons learnt from evaluations made in previous programming periods and the budgetary
framework. The plan is meant to enable informed programme management and policy decisions to
support the programme implementation and its result orientation. It sets out the framework to
properly plan and implement quality programme evaluations with the aim to secure the
programme’s effectiveness, efficiency and impact.
To support the implementation of the evaluation plan the programme has set up an evaluation
steering group (ESG) composed by members of the programme committee (PC), Alpine Space
contact points (ACP), national evaluation experts, MA and JS. The European Commission is also
invited to join. The ESG fulfils the following functions:


representing the programme stakeholders and allowing their participation in the
implementation of the evaluation plan,



providing expertise to support the implementation of the evaluation plan, e.g. providing
input on the evaluation questions, the terms of reference for the selection of evaluation
experts; facilitating whenever possible access to information, data and/or data sources
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useful for the evaluations; reviewing the evaluations reports; proposing and monitoring of
follow-up measures based on evaluation findings.
When elaborating the programme a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) was carried out.
The aim of the present procurement is to hire an expert which shall carry out the SEA midterm
monitoring as foreseen in the programme´s evaluation plan. The present award procedure is direct
contracting according to § 46 of the Austrian procurement law (Bundesvergabegesetz 2018).

II. Specification of services
1. Tasks to be carried out by the successful bidder
The Interreg programme Alpine Space 2014-2020 as well as the report on the SEA of this
programme which may serve as orientation for the bidder can be downloaded from the following
website:
https://www.alpine-space.eu/about/the-programme/main-programme-publications

According to Article 10 of Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment the strategic environmental assessment (SEA) Member States shall monitor the
significant environmental effects of the implementation of plans and programmes in order, inter
alia, to identify at an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake
appropriate remedial action.

The successful bidder shall carry out the SEA monitoring of the programme. The objective of the
SEA-monitoring is to investigate the effects of the implementation of the Alpine Space programme
2014-2020on the respective environmental issues. The monitoring shall enable the programme
authorities to take remedial action if unexpected environmental effects should occur.

Specific tasks of the SEA monitoring are:


To reveal unforeseen significant environmental effects.



To check the validity of the environmental assessment documented in the SEA report.
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To check the effectiveness of mitigation and compensation measures.

The programme´s evaluation plan foresees that the following questions shall be answered by the
SEA-midterm monitoring:


Are environmental aspects sufficiently taken into account in the phases of project
evaluation and selection? Do the approved projects comply with the criteria of the strategic
environmental assessment and with the typology and level of the impact identified?



Is there the need for other environmental indicators to be included in the monitoring and
which?

Please note that the programme expects a cost-efficient and slim assessment which covers the
minimum requirements of an SEA-monitoring.

2. Organisation of Work
The successful bidder is expected to carry out the SEA-monitoring in close coordination with the
ESG. Thus, the contractor shall be available for several meetings (2 – 4) of the ESG which will
take place in Salzburg, Munich or other easy to reach places in the alpine area.

The bidder is expected to propose the appropriate methodology and evaluation techniques in its
offer. It is however suggested that the indicators mentioned in chapter 6 of the SEA report (p.83 to
87) are used for the monitoring process. These indicators constitute the basis for the assessment
and make it possible to reveal the environmental effects of the co-funded projects. In most cases,
qualitative assessments will be sufficient. Where appropriate, also quantitative data should be
included in the evaluation. The SEA midterm monitoring shall mainly focus on co-funded projects
that have already been closed or are in their final phase of implementation. The MA/JS will grant
the successful bidder access to all relevant data and the ESG members will serve as interface to
national environmental authorities and other required contact persons and data.
Please note that a kick off meeting between ESG and the successful bidder shall take place
in the premises of the MA in Salzburg on May 15th 2019 2.30 pm – 6.30 pm. In the course of
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this kick off meeting the working methodology and time schedule shall be fine-tuned. The
successful bidder shall therefore be prepared to present its offer and proposed work approach at
that meeting.

Working language of the programme is English, thus all documents have to be set up and all
communication shall be done in this language. The successful bidder is expected to deliver an
interim report in November 2019 and a final report by February 2020 at the latest. In these reports,
proposals for remedial actions shall be set out, if needed.

The programme expects the successful bidder to commence work as soon as possible after the
contract has been awarded. Thus, companies interested in the present tender are expected to
allocate respective necessary resources.

Please note that the programme intends to use the interim results of the SEA midterm monitoring
for the scoping in the course of the SEA which shall be carried out for the successor programme
Interreg Alpine Space 2021-2027.

III. General Terms of the Procurement Procedure
1. Awarding and contracting authority
This procurement procedure is conducted by the Land of Salzburg as managing authority of the
Interreg Alpine Space programme, department for economy, tourism and municipalities, subdepartment regional development and EU-regional policy, Südtirolerplatz 11, Postfach 527, 5010
Salzburg that will conclude the service contract with the successful tenderer.
2. Object and process of the procurement procedure
The selected procurement procedure is a direct award procedure according to § 46 of the Austrian
procurement law (Bundesvergabegesetz 2018).
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3. Competent authority in the review procedure
Competent authority for the review procedure regarding the present procurement is the
"Landesverwaltungsgericht des Landes Salzburg", Wasserfeldstraße 30, 5020 Salzburg, according
to the provisions of the law of Salzburg regarding the review of procurement procedures,
Salzburger Vergabekontrollgesetz 2007, LGBl Nr. 28/2007 in its current version. The language of
the review procedure is German.
4. Requests for further information
All questions essential for setting up the offer shall be formulated in written and transmitted via email to the following address by April 23rd 2019 at the latest: js@alpine-space.eu. They shall be
formulated in English language and marked with the note „request related to the procurement of an
SEA midterm monitoring Interreg Alpine Space 2014-2020“. The potentially necessary
clarifications will be published on the following website by April 25th 2019, i.e. before the deadline
for the offer, and the bidders shall take note of them when elaborating their offers:
http://www.alpine-space.eu/news-events/procurement-procedures-job-vacancies/procurement-procedures

It is incumbent to the bidder to point, without delay, to possible contradictions, incompletion or any
other objections against the specification of services so that the contracting authority is, if
necessary, enabled to react and to amend the tender documents early enough. In the event of
non-compliance with that obligation, the bidder will be liable for the consequences. In particular, it
will not be entitled to any claims against the contracting authority due to an incorrect tender.
5. Admissibility of subcontractors
The transmission of the whole assignment to subcontractors is not allowed. Parts of the services
may only be commissioned to subcontractors if these have the licences, the general professional
reliability, the technical, financial and economic capacity necessary for the part of the service that
they shall take over. In the bid the candidate shall indicate the names of the companies that are
intended to be commissioned with parts of the services respectively have already been
commissioned. If a change of a subcontractor or an assignment of parts of the services to
subcontractors not already set out in the application shall take place during the period of
performance prior written approval of the contracting authority shall be requested.
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The bidder shall indicate all subcontractors in the offer whose capacities are used for reasons
related to licences and capacities. The name of the subcontrator, the part of the services which the
subcontractor shall take over and the value of it in percent of the overall contract value as well as
the licenses and capacities of the subcontractor used by the bidder shall be set out. Upon request
the bidder shall furnish proof that the respective subcontractor will make available to the bidder the
necessary means to perform the service (in case of substitution of technical capacity) respectively
that the subcontractor will be liable solidly united with the bidder to the contracting authority (in
case of substitution of financial and economic capacity).
6. Consortium of bidders
Setting up a consortium of bidders is admissible. The members of the consortium have to provide
for a legally binding declaration in the offer that:
-

indicates all members of the consortium as well as an authorised representative of the
consortium,

-

contains the declaration that this authorised representative will represent the members of
the consortium in a legally binding way vis-à-vis the contracting authority, and

-

contains the declaration that in case of the award of the contract the consortium will deliver
the services as consortium and that each member of the consortium shall be jointly and
severally liable to the contracting authority together with the other members of the
consortium for the delivery of the service.

Multiple participation of a bidder, be it as bidder and member of a consortium of bidders or as
member of several consortia for the present contract award related to the SEA monitoring is not
admissible and will lead to the exclusion of this bidder and all consortia which it was part of from
the procurement procedure. However, taking part in several different procurement procedures for
different expert services that the programme has launched at the same time is possible.
Any change in the composition of the consortium after the contract award requires the consent of
the contracting authority.

7. Observance of the provisions of the labour and social legislation
Herewith it is expressly set out that the elaboration of an offer for services to be performed on the
territory of Austria has to be done in observance of the respective labour and social legislation
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effective in Austria. When submitting the offer the bidder has to oblige itself to respect all
obligations resulting from these provisions (see § 93 BVergG 2018).
8. Compensation for the elaboration of the offer
No reimbursement of costs arising from the elaboration and submission of the offer will take place.
9. Minimum requirements and grounds for exclusion
9.1.

Grounds of Exclusion from the Procurement Procedure

§ 78 BVergG 2018 states grounds for the exclusion of bidders from the procurement procedure
(e.g. the bidder has been convicted of an offence concerning professional conduct, has been found
guilty of grave professional misconduct, is bankrupt, is being wound up or has suspended business
activities, has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or
taxes).
Thus, bidders have to set out their licences, general professional reliability, technical and financial
and economic capacity. Bidders that do not fulfil these requirements or cannot provide evidence
will be excluded from the participation in the present procurement procedure. In the following it is
set out which documents are requested by the contracting authority as proof of the abovementioned requirements.
9.2.

Documents to be provided in the offer

According to § 80 par 2 BVergG 2018 bidders may prove their licences, general professional
reliability, technical, financial and economic capacity by submitting a declaration in which they
declare that they fulfil the minimum requirements relating to general professional reliability,
financial, economic and technical capacity as set out in the present tender documents and that
they can provide evidence if requested by the contracting authority during the procurement
procedure. In such a declaration the licences of the bidder have to be set out. According to § 80
par 5 BVergG 2018 the bidder may furnish proof of licences, reliability and capacity also by
providing evidence of registration in a relevant, generally accessible directory maintained by a third
party if the documents required by the contracting authority are available therein and can be
directly

accessed

by

the

contracting

authority

itself

(e.g.

entry

in

the

Austrian

Auftragnehmerkataster ANKÖ).
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According to § 80 par 3 BVergG 2018 the contracting authority reserves its right to request from
certain bidders the submission of the documents as set out below. The documents requested
below shall not be older than three months.
-

evidence of general professional reliability (§ 82 BVergG 2018): the latest account
statement of the competent social security institution or the latest debit note of the
competent tax authority and a copy of the entry in a professional or trade register or extract
of the judicial record or an equivalent document issued by a judicial or administrative entity
of the country in which the bidder is established. Failing this a declaration of honour on
compliance with the exclusion criteria.

-

evidence of licences (§ 81 BVergG 2018): an authorisation which is required in the member
state of establishment of the bidder for the performance of the present services shall be
submitted or a proof of being member of a particular organisation in order to perform the
respective services in its country of origin.

-

evidence of financial and economic capacity (§ 84 BVergG 2018): a balance sheet or
extracts from balance sheets where publication of the balance sheet is required under the
law of the country in which the economic operator is established or a self declaration on the
total annual turnover for the last three financial years, a declaration that the subcontractor
will be jointly and severally liable to the contracting authority (in case the bidder uses the
capacity of a subcontractor to furnish proof of its financial and economic capacity),

-

evidence of technical capacity (§ 85 BVergG 2018): information on the average number of
staff and staff in leading positions of the company in the last three years, proof that the subcontractor which the bidder makes use of to provide evidence of the required technical
capacity will provide for the necessary re-sources to the bidder in case of assignment,
confirmation that the bidder holds the required licences for performing the relevant services
and has the required capacities and experience.

10. Award Criteria
The following criteria will be used to select the economically most advantageous offer.

Criterion

Weighting

Qualification of proposed expert or experts, i.e. education, 45 % = 45 points
professional experience and knowledge in the SEA and
SEA monitoring of plans and programmes, especially
cross border, interregional or transnational ESIFprogrammes
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Methodology, i.e. plausibility and quality of proposed 30 % = 30 points
methodology, i.e. suggested amount of person days,
proposed work programme
Price
25 % = 25 points
The highest points will be awarded to the bidder with the
lowest price, the other bidders get a proportion thereof
(=the lowest price offered/the price of the bid under
consideration*25).
Total
100 % = 100 points

IV. Offer and next steps
The offer shall be submitted in English language and include:


A CV of the person(s) that shall deal with the present service, including information as
regards the education and professional experience and knowledge in the SEA and SEA
monitoring of plans and programmes, especially cross border, interregional or transnational
ESIF-programmes;

for

the

CV

the

bidder

shall

use

the

European

format

(https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/de/documents/curriculum-vitae/templatesinstructions).


A proposal of the methodology that shall be applied when delivering the present service,
i.e. work programme and estimated person days,



The offered price shall be a lump sum which covers all costs arising from the complete
delivery of services described above such as office and material costs, travel and
subsistence costs, costs for any subcontracts, overhead costs, taxes, charges. Additional
costs will not be reimbursed. VAT is to be indicated separately and prices have to be
indicated as fixed prices.

The offer shall be submitted electronically (scanned version of signed bid) to js@alpine-space.eu
until Tuesday, April 30th 2019 12.00 noon.

Next steps: Please note that this is a direct award procedure. Thus, the contract award is planned
to take place by Tuesday May 7th 2019.
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